Houston Tidelanders Chorus


Rehearsal Facility Search Criteria








Riser room:  For an expected 10 risers, a plot space of approximately 50’ x 50’ will be required.  Ceiling height of minimum 12’ (preferably higher) is recommended.  The room should be acoustically dead  - clapping your hands and listening for any reverberation / echo is a good rule of thumb for measuring the sound qualities of a room.  Tracy Shirk must approve the room before any agreements are made.





Storage:  Ample storage on site and close to the riser set-up is needed.  Approximately a 10’x10’ space will be required to store the risers in an upright position.  A ceiling height of about 8’ is needed.  Other items to be stored include the chorus mailboxes, guest music books, and membership / guest materials.  These can fit in a relatively small area.





Break out rooms:  A minimum of three breakout rooms are required for conducting section rehearsals.  A fourth room is recommended for conducting individual and small group coaching sessions.  Breakout rooms within the same building, close to the main rehearsal room is the ideal situation.





Security:  A safe facility in a well-lighted area is ideal.  Visit the area at night and speak to local police to determine if security might be an issue.  Look for signs of unusual or suspicious activity in the area.  Having to hire a security guard may swing the economics of the facility against us.





Parking:  Parking should be ample, close by and secure.  Lighting at night is ideal.  About 80 spaces will be required on a typical rehearsal night.





Availability:  Monday nights at a minimum.  Having to relocate rehearsal occasionally is expensive and disruptive.  Space is also desired for one board meeting on the first Tuesday evening of each month.





Cost:  We are an all-volunteer, non-profit IRS 501(c)(3) organization that by necessity must try and minimize expenses and this is an important factor in our decision.   We can offer our singing services as non-cash way to help earn our keep and these services can be converted to cash by some potential rehearsal site hosts.





Miscellaneous:  Other items desired are a water fountain and restrooms nearby.  A kitchen facility with an ice machine is nice to have for special occasions and guest nights.   





