Basin Street Blues
Bass Section Notes
1) Emphasize beats 1 & 3 (or de-emphasize 2 & 4)

2) It is Basinnn street

3) keep it smooth, don't pulse

Please review the list of traps at the end, click here to go to the traps        
" 

TRAPS


I am hearing various people falling into them. Pick one and work on it this week, conquer that one and pick a different one next week.

It is still BasIn street, use the "ih" sound all 9 times we sing "Basin".

On both Buh, Buh pick ups, take your breath a little sooner, some of us are waiting too long to breathe, making us come in late. Out front, or in the pit we/they can hear a late entrance and then the sound/entrance is not clean. Be careful you don’t rush the rhythm! Watch Roy

Meas 3, "to", we hold "to" then sing "to" again. The second "to" was not starting together. Solution, don't breathe before the second "to", just be sure you take sufficient breath and breathe early at our entrance in beginning of the song, this is only the second measure we sing.

Meas 4, "the Mississippi" be sure to finish "Mississippi", we were allowing in the end of this word to sag.

Meas 6, "dreams, don't sing the "ms", allow the other three parts to add these consonants, we need to take our breath and sing the "we'll steam" pick up. This will also help us be together here.

Meas 16, 5 note "buh, buh" pick up (first time), do NOT breath until the second elite, 

Meas 19, music includes a breath mark. Breathing after the second "Elite" will also help you with the "yeah" above!

Meas 21 "Or-leans" make the swipe full between the two notes, it is disappearing in the middle

Meas 22, "Yeah", sing it with gusto, it is ONLY the basses, let 'em know we're here and how we feel! Stretch the word out the entire beat, swell throughout, don't let it end early, don't let it drop off as if you are running out of air or trying to breathe too soon. Do NOT breath BEFORE "yeah", if you do, you'll be late. Find a place to stagger a catch breath, just don't do it on any of the following pick ups or a swipes: "Where the e-lite" "they al-ways" "in" "or-leans"-(swipe) "down in the"
Meas 24 "just how much it really means" all the same note, do NOT go down

Meas 31, don't breathe after the last "blues" it was obvious everyone is breathing here.

Meas 36, This is the second time we sing Old Friends, they will be wearing color costumes. When we extend our arms to them, hold the note on "us" to the end of measure 36.

Meas 38, Pick up, "heaven", be sure this is on the down beat, again it is just the basses. Words in this measure, "black folks meet, Heav-en", timing is critical, start on the down beat, breathe BEFORE the note.
Meas 39-40"heaven on earth this is Basin Street" (measures 39-40)  build volume and energy all the way through this passage, the last note must be the loudest
Meas 40, "Basin street" "street" must be the loudest note in this measure.

This immediately precedes the three note "buh, buh, buh" pick up. This pick up is now sung a lot stronger than we've been singing it.  This is not necessarily louder, it is about energy and attitude! Create more space, resonance! Go for it! Also, this is the pick up that takes us into the higher section of the song and has the words "take me to New Orleans......land of dreams...never know"

This section does NOT include the basses singing "down in the" and "you'll", this is especially obvious when we start in the middle of the song. Please try to create your own personal reminder here so Roy can start us confidently in the middle of the song.

Meas 40 "Basin" middle note on "sin" we try to go too low, need to fix this one, the CD is right!

FYI, the leads are singing the "down in the" and "Oh honey you"

Meas 45, we are missing the swipe opportunity in "or-leans"

Meas 46, "land of dreams". Some of us are singing "land of" as the same note and going down on dreams, that makes 2-5 part chords and it is real obvious <YUK>. CORRECT notes, "Land" and "dreams" are the same note, go down on "of" in between. Point of reference, this is the "land of dreams" AFTER "Take me to New Orleans". Be sure we sing "dreams" full duration (2 1/4 beats), we typically cut off early.
Meas 48 "how much it really means" "it" is lower, NOT straight across
Meas 50, "yes sirree", we start to go high, sing smart, sing light with lots of air, otherwise we sing on the underside of the note.

Maybe think of the "Yes siree" section as your reminder-this is where the higher part of the song starts, it is the second time we sing about the band and the old friends and it contains the Basin street climax, which we need to build all the way through.

This is the transition to the second buh buh buh (3x’s) section.

So, anytime we start with Yes siree or the 3 buh's, be prepare to sing, "Take me to"

Meas 52 "so dear to me" sing softer with even MORE excitement than "yes-sir ree"

Meas 53-54 "there I can lose"  "can" is lower, "lose is higher", some of us are getting this backwards, making both words 5 part chords-oops!

Meas 58 into the tag, "I'll lose my Basin Street blues (held note), DO NOT let the volume and the intensity sag here. Think of spinning the sound and don't let the pitch sag because it is a held note.

Meas 62 In the tag, be sure you use good vocal support, especially as you are sitting back down, as some of the notes/words are affected here, especially "nice it seems"

Meas 63, we tend to lose the low F on "lose", try to relax your vocal mechanism to sing this more fully, more relaxed.

Meas 66, do not breathe before the last word "blues"

*************************************************
TRAPS

The first step in avoiding a trap is to identify where and what it is.

Basin Street has many traps built into it in the Bass line.  The repetition of a couple phrases in not exactly the same way, requires us to learn where these traps are.

1) In the intro: Notes

           "land of dreams".    Note on "dreams" goes up a minor 

third.

            "white and the black folks meet"..:  note on "meet"  

Stays the same as "folks"

2) "Buh, Buh.Buh….Basin Street" Rhythm

            first time there are 5 buh's starting after beat 3 in the measure

             second time  there are only 3 buh's starting on beat 4

      (Note: triplet trick…. Don't rush them! Especially: the second one.  If you can get the second note in time you won't rush the third!  Practice these until it seams you are almost late on the second one, and you'll probably be just about right.)

3) Different Words

      Measure 20  

             In New Orleans Down in the Land of Dreams

       Measure 44

             Take me to New Orleans, (breath) Land of Dreams

4) Notes Land of Dreams:

      Measure 22 Note on "of" stays up. Note on "Dreams" goes down.

      Measure 46 Note on "of" goes down. Note on "Dreams" comes back up

5) Notes "How much it really means."

    Measure 24 the word "IT" stays up 

    Measure 48 the word "It"  goes down

6) Notes "there I can loose"

Measure 29-30 "can" high note – "loose" low note

      Measure 53-54  "can" low note -  "loose" high note

The Second step in avoiding the trap is to memorize the Traps.  

You can't perform a song if you are constantly trying to think about words and notes.  If you haven't memorized the spots, your overall performance will suffer.

The Third step in avoiding the trap, is to take the song off automatic pilot.  You can't perform on automatic, you can only mimic what you have learned and memorized.  If you perform the song every time you sing it, every time you "practice it", you won't fall into autopilot when there is an audience.  On auto, you'll step in the trap every time.
One last thing on this song to look at is the notes in Measure 40. (Basin Street) going into the key change. The Notes are Ba(C#)-sin(B) Street(G#).  The trick to getting the G# is to get the B.  The tendency is to come down too far on the B which makes the G# too low.  If you have a pitch pipe, piano, organ, marimba, xylophone, or a dog with perfect pitch, please use one of these tools to go over these notes and get a feel for where this key change is going.

**************************************************
Words (these are our words, no other part has them, sing them with 

confidence!)
VERSE

"We'll Steam" (measures 6-7), could use a little more bass presence

CHORUS I (pick up to Chorus I is the 5 note buh, buh, buh, buh, buh)

"in" (measure 20) this is a pick up, before the other parts

"down in the" (measure 21), just us

"Yeah" (measure 22), very weak, sing it with confidence, excitement!

INTERLUDE

"Heaven" (measure 38), this is a pick up, take the breath before and come in on the down beat (we are typically late)

CHORUS II (pick up to Chorus II is the 3 note buh, buh, buh)

"Take me to" (measure 44), we often miss this

PLEASE NOTE: we do NOT sing "in" "land of dreams" or "yeah" here(meas 44-46)
